To: Garrison, Geoffrey[Garrison.Geoffrey@epa.gov]

Cc: Huertas, Carlos[Carlos.Huertas@WestonSolutions.comj; Lisichenko,
Peter[Peter.Lisichenko@westonsolutions.comj
From: Benton, Tim

Sent: Fri 3/20/2015 11:51:21 PM
Subject: Re: Suspected Methyl Bromide Release/Exposure, St. Johns USVI

Thanks for the update Geoff! We got a team up here ready to mobilize when and if we get the call. The
guys in PR will stay put to deal with the Hg ER and Pete Lisichenko will be leading the team we send
down if called upon. Nasty contaminant to deal with indeed so we most certainly will be conducting Level
B activities if support is required. Please let us know if you need any support in the interim.

Thanks,

Tim

Sent from my iPhone

> On Mar 20, 2015, at 7:46 PM, "Garrison, Geoffrey" <Garrison.Geoffrey(@epa.gov> wrote:

>

>FYI,

>

> Really nasty pesticide when it comes to health effects from exposure. We have to wait on the go ahead
and on your “verbal”, but if [ were a betting man, I think we are going to launch on this tomorrow.

>

> From: Garrison, Geoffrey

> Sent: Friday, March 20, 2015 7:41 PM

> To: R2 RRC; Mark Pane; Eric] Wilson; Eric Mosher; Joe Rotola; Dave Kluesner; Michael McGowan;
Angel Rodriguez; Ramon Torres (Torres.Ramon@epa.gov); Font, Jose

> Cc¢: Leah Escobar; Elena Vaouli; Jim Casey; Keshema Webbe

> Subject: Suspected Methyl Bromide Release/Exposure, St. Johns USVI

>

> At approximately 1640 hours I received notification of a potential chemical substance exposure that
occurred in St. John, USVIL. [ was provided with the telephone number of a friend of the family who was
affected, and who was familiar with the potential exposure details. The summary of those details follow:
>

> A family of four persons was staying at La Sirena Villa, a relatively new condo in Coral Bay, St. John.
They started their stay approximately 5 days ago, and slowly started showing neurological symptoms of
chemical exposure. Last night their symptoms worsened to the point where they required medical care.
They are currently in the St. Thomas Hospital where at least two members of the family are hospitalized.
The suspected cause is Methyl Bromide (ATSDR ToxFAQ), and a Fact Sheet pulled from the internet are
attached). However, [ am not certain as to how that particular substance, (which is a restricted use
pesticide, and was to be phased out of production in the US by 2005 - according to the 2000 FS and the
EPA ozone webpage http://www .epa.gov/ozone/mbr/ ) was pinpointed as the cause. According to the
ToxFAQ there are medical tests available that can determine exposure to this substance.

>

> Response actions to date:

>

> [ alerted ERRD, both Mark Pane and Eric Wilson of the potential exposure, who in turn notified senior
staff, and RST as to the potential for deployment to the island to investigate the source. One of the main
concerns being that if the exposure route for this incident was breathing air in the living quarters due to
misapplication of a pesticide, that other occupants could potentially be exposed. This particular
contaminant can exhibit high toxicity depending on concentration. I contacted DPNR, Jamal Nielsen, who
is looking into mobilizing his pesticide and air program staff. I also contacted Leah Graciano with ATSDR
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who will look into supporting our investigation (sampling methodology etc.).

>

> More details to follow as they are available, I stand ready to mobilize along with RST tomorrow to assess
the potential for further exposure.

>

> Geoffrey M. Garrison

> (340) 201-5328

>

> http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/npg/npgd0400.html

>

> <tfacts27.pdf>

> <MBtech.pdf>

> <NIOSH pocket guide npgd0400.pdf>

CONFIDENTTIALITY: This email and attachments may contain information which is confidential and
proprietary. Disclosure or use of any such confidential or proprietary information without the written
permission of Weston Solutions, Inc. is strictly prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify
the sender by return e-mail and delete this email from your system. Thank you.
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